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to be honoured for his 30 years of service in Tyneside's coal industry. Reuben Spiers, 87, who has worked as a colliery inspector and pit boss, will be given an MBE for his
services to the North East's mining industry. Reuben started in 1935 and has survived two world wars and a miners' strike. He comes from the Spiers and Petts colliery in
Walker. Reuben's daughter, Beverley Young, said: "He would like to thank everyone for their support. He is still doing his job at 87 - up there in the top pit head where he has
been for the last 20-odd years. "I think he likes being in the mine. In fact I think he'd be very happy if he were doing that every day." Eddie Marbury, chairman of the Walker
Colliery, added: "Reuben has been a pillar of the community for three-quarters of a century - he has done an amazing job. "He has been in every walk of life, both worlds, the
working and the non-working. He's a real character." Miners across the country have been celebrating the retirement of the last remaining survivor of the last three miners'
strikes. Most of the last strike's pensioners died in the '70s, but survivors of the so-called '80s men
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